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also know as Lone Wolf and Cub. Armed with 
a sack full of poison and a network of 
streetwalking spies, Abeno creeps ever nearer 
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A NOTE TO READERS 


Lone Wolf and Cub is famous for its carefully 
researched re-creation of Edo-Period Japan. To preserve 
the flavor of the work, we have chosen to retain many 
Edo-Period terms that have no direct equivalents in 
English. Japanese is written in a mix of Chinese 
ideograms and a syllabic writing system, resulting in 
numerous synonyms. In the glossary, you may 
encounter words with multiple meanings. These are 
words written with Chinese ideograms that are 
pronounced the same but carry different meanings. A 
Japanese reader seeing the different ideograms would 
know instantly which meaning it is, but these synonyms 
can cause confusion when Japanese is spelled out in 


our alphabet. O-yurushi o (please forgive us)! 
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AT 
Foytune, 
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Fortune 


























ON THE SIKTEENTK 


OF JUNE, KAIO- 
WO-SHUKUTSU | 
WAS CELEBRATED 

AT EDO CASTLE. 














WHEN TÖSHÖGÜ 

WAS STILL IN MIKAWA, | 
'THERE WAS A REVOLT, 
Z.AND HIS ARMY. HARD, 





























TÖSHÖGU'S ARMY 


WAS ROUTED. BUT 
HE TOOK SHELTER 
IN DAIJU TEMPLE, 
AND SO LIVED TO 
FIGHT AGAIN. 











4 ur 


I, IT WAS THE 
Er Frteeunn 
OF Ju Pi 





TÖSHÖGU couLd 
ONLY UNIFY JAPAN 
YEARS LATER 
BECAUSE OF HIS 
NARROW ESCAPE 
THIS DAY... 











Ce 








Be „AND THus. 

| TOKUGAwA CALLED THE 
SIKTEENTH OF JUNE 
KAIO-NO-SHAKUTTSU, 


THE "DAY OF GOOD 
FORTUNE." 
























































































































































ON THIS DAY, THE SHÖGUN 
PRESENTED GO-KASHI 
SWEETCAKES TO THE GO-SANKE, 


THE FUDAI DAIMYO, THE TOZAMA 
DAIMYO, THE KÖTAL YORIAI, 
AND THE OMOTE-KÖKA 




















FIVE RED 
AND WHITE 
YORIMIEU. 








AND FIVE 
TO sk 
COATED 
YÖRAN. 





PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION THE KUCHIVAKU WERE THE. 

OF THE CAKES WAS OVERSEEN By TASTERS FOR THE SHÖGUN FAMILY. 

THE HEAD OF THE KUCHIVARU. THEY WERE CALLED KUCHIYARLL, 
OR "OFFICIAL MOUTHS," BECAUSE 


THEY CHECKED FOR POISON WITH 
THEIR OWN TONGUES. 

































































































































































Fooıt 
YOU BRING 
YOUR BAD LUCK TO 
MY KAIO FESTWAL 
AND YOU THINK 
YOU DESERVE 
My CARES?/ 


ABROKEN- 
BACKED NAG! 
Tem 


THE wOLF'S 
WERD! N 
TEW Days! 





ABE 
TANOSHI 





AND SAILS. 

To Evo on 

OUR LORD'S. 

FIRST ÖGAMIITTO OUN SHIRT 
DESTROYS His. 


FIREWATCHERS. 
THEN HE BUTCHERS 
MUKAI SHÖGEN 
AND HIS CREW... 


















ONLY 


e FEAR OF 
YAGYÜ-SAMA... YOUR REMAINING 
YOUVE LOST _ POWER 

FACE. THE DAIMYÖ RESTRAINS 
AND TURISAN 
HATAMOTO 


PLOT AGAINST 








AND YOUR 
POWER, YA6YÜ-SAMA, 
DERNES FROM OUR 
LORD’S DEEP TRUST. 
HE LETS You 
OFF EASILY. 















MY POISON 
TASTERS. 
VET ALL OUR 
LORD EATS. 












OR, WITH WOMEN, 















T HEAR I SUPPOSE? BUT IT ENJOY 
RUMORS LOOK AT ME! A THE FLESH AS 
YOU TAKE FACE SO UGLY THEY MUCH AS ANY MAN, 
ADVANTAGE ONCE CALLED ME AND MAYBE MORE. 
KAll THE FREAK! AND SO, PEOPLE 
1175 NOT EASY TALK. THAT T FORCE 
TO FIND WILLING WOMEN TO OBEY 






WOMEN. TG 

















BUT TO THE 







THUS OUR 














POINT! YAGYÜ-SAMA, 
Men Ti anche rss 
RE-CONVENES, 
YOU MAY BE 
INVESTIGATED. 






so... 
WHAT WILL 
you Do? 





HE'S LIKE A 


You THINK?! RAT \INATRAP 
Z WILL HERE IN EDO! 
CRUSH HIM! 2 WE’LL GET HIM 











AND PLAY 
INTO HIS 
HANDS..? 


EOS RIGHT. 
UNDER THE 
SHÖGUN’S NOSE! 
ITTÖ WOULD LIKE 
NOTHING BETTER 
THAN TO FIGHT 
YOU HERE. 


ALREADY YOU'RE 
CRITICIZED FOR 
LETTING HIM ARRIVE ON 
OUR LORD'S WARSWIP- 
ANOTHER SUCH 
DISASTER, AND YOU'RE 
FINISHED! 


TWAr'S 


WHY ITTO CAME 
HERE! HE WANTS. 
THE ATTENTION OF 
THE NATION, TO GET 
YOUR CLAN D/SBANDED/ 
IF YOU FAIL TO KıLL 
Hm WOW... 





AND ÖGamı 
MUST HAVE 
PLANS, 
AS WELL. 


so you 
MUST BE 
CAREFUL 





WHAT'S BECOME 
OF ALL THE GOLD 
HE EARNED? 
NOBODY KNOWS. 


I SEE why 
OUR LORD 
TRUSTS YOU, 
ABE-NO-KAIL 


NOW-DON’T YOU FIND 
IT STRANGE? A WANTED 
CRIMINAL DEFEATS EVERYONE THE 
DAIKANSHO AND THE YAGYÜ SEND 
AGAINST HIM, AND WALKS INTO EDO 
UNSCATHED. PEOPLE THINK ITTÖ HAS 
THE LUCK OF THE DEVL. BUT 
OBJELTIVELY, CAN MERE 
LUCK EXPLAN IT? 





25 wo 

OR Even \ . wRowG! SINGLE man 
Wo One DEFEATS An 
Is mar ARMIL 


Lucky! 












HIS 80%... 
DAIGORO! 





AND 


SAMURAI YOUR MEN, THE 
CANT KILL A CHILD! DAIKANSHO'S MEN. 
SHAME BLUNTS ALL TRUE BUSH. 
THEIR SWORDS. 1175 DAIGORO'S POWER 
ITS OBvIOus THAT KEEPS ÖGAMI ITTÖ 
THEY'RE STUMBLING ALNE! 


WER THE 


ME... 
T'D TARGET 
THE B0Y FIRST, 
TWEN \7TO. 


NO DOUBT 
YOLVE TRIED 
TO TAKE THEM 
ONLY BY FORCE 
OF ARMS. 








BUT WAR 
ISNT JUST 
POWER. I7'5. 

CHANCE. 








ABE TANOSHI 
15 THE MASTER 
POISONER 
OF OUR AG! 
HOW ELSE CAN 
1 BE OUR LORD'S 
TASTER... ? 


HEH HEK. 
LEAVE IT TO ME. 
ITTO’S CORPSE 
WILL LIE ROTTING 
UNDER THE STARS, 











THEN. HEH HEN... 


DOoNT 


T ASK YOUR ENT, 


HELP. TLL HAUE_ 
THE MACHI-BUSYÖ 
TRACK HIM 
DOWN... 


HEH HEN HEKL 


THREE DAYS 
end mn SINCE ITTÖ ENTERED 
g EDO, JUDEING 
FROM WHEN THEY 
FOUND THE 
CREW. 


ONLY wow 
RETSUDO-SAMA 
ASKS THE _ 
MACHI-BUGYÖ 
TO FIND 
KIM..? 





ALITTLE 
SLOW, ARE WE? 
OR DID YOU MEAN 
TO SAY THEY'VE 
BEEN SEARCHING 
HIGH AND LOW... 
WITHOUT 
RESULT? 


FRANKLY.. 
THIS 15 SO. 


„BUT THEY 
RETURNED 
LAST NIGHT, 

AND NOW THE 
HUNT 15 ON. 


His FEINT COST 
US TWO DAYS. 
T’D SENT MY MEN 
TO FORTIFY KAWASAKI 
AND FUNABASHI. 











LAST TIME 
THIS MAN 
ESCAPED you 
AND HIOACKED A 
WARSHIP! 












































MY MEN 
WILL BE HERE 
SHORTLY... 


IRRE 
ANIMD: 


UNLIKE JOUR 
CLAN, YAGYÜ-SAMA, 
THEY'RE AS HOPELESS 
WITH A SWORD AS T AM 
YET EDO'S VERY LIFE 
15 IN THEIR HANDS. 





AH. 
LSAD 


IT was 
URGENT. 





THE RULERS 
OF Evo 
KITCHENS/ 


ECHIZENYA 
KAHEI, HEAD 


/ 
DA 
Wh 


A 


AN Jay 


N 








Scan ITTöS 
STILL HUMAN. 


OR HE DIES. 








] .„ABerNo- 
KAI-SAMA! 





THE CRIMINAL 
LOWE WOLF AND 
CUB, Ö6AMIITTO, 

FORMER EXECUTIONER 
FOR THE SHÖGUN, 

HAS ENTERED 




















Focus 
ON THE 
RIVERBANK S 


AREAS! &_ 





, UNDER- 
a srano?! 





a 


„EVERY 
IN TWO KOKL, 
ERT RIE DEALER, CANDY PEDDLER, 


IN EDO WILL HAVE 

















KWOWN POISON... = 9 VIPER VENOM TO 


AND ALL MY MONK’S KOOD- 
OWM SPECIAL TWICE kS 
POTENT! 

















ANDROMEDA, 
GENISTA, YELLOW 
RHODODENDRON, 
WY, TAKENIGUSA, 
KALOPANAX, 
YUEURI... 


I GREW THEM, 
EXTRACTED THEM, 
REFINED THEM TO 

BE ODORLESS AND 

TASTELESS. 








HMM. 

PERHAPSA  I= 

DEMONSTRA- 1 
TION...? 3 






































ITS SUPPLIES... 
AND BREAK 
THE ARMY. 


vier Fr Loeistics. 
Tea: / 1 warer.and 
WAR THAN R 

POWER. 
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THE 
KUROKUWA 
AND THE 
ÖGAMI CLAN. 
ALREADY 
SOWE. 


IF T BRING 
TWEM DOWN, 
THE ABE CLAN 
CONTROLS 
THE NATION! 


OUR LORD 
ALREADY 
TRUSTS ME 
MORE THAN 
RETSUDO, 





AND IFT 
KILL ITTO, 
THE YAGYU NAME 
WILL BE 
WORTW.ESS 
TRASH... 
BWEK HEH HEH... 
HA HA HA! 





EXCEEDINGLY 


DEADLY MAN. 
HE’S A THREAT 
TOUsAs 


IF HE 
DOES KILL 
ITTO, THEN 

IN THAT VERY 
INSTANT- 





KILL THE 
KUCHIYAKLI/ 
EVERY ONE! 









































SHUKUTITSL... 
AN AUSPICIOUS 
Day. 















































the ninety-ninth 
































we. 


RE 


= 


z 


F 











Kow 
ABOUT 1? 


RE 2 SLOW NICHT, 
LIKE THAT. 4 £ TLL GNE you 
2 ADEAL. CHEAP 

AS IT GETS. 








LIKE 
WHAT YOU 
SEE? 


OR YEAH/ THAT'S 
FRESHLY RIGHT. \S 

PUUCKED, My FIRST 

LOOKS LIKE! NIGHT. 














so, 

OPENING 
MIGHT 

POX FREE! 






HAPPEN, 
You KNOW? 











LIKE 








COME ON- en 
en er 
Doesa ur ONCE NA UFE- 
r TIME. 
WITH A FRESH u 






WOMAN? 
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JUST ONE 
REQUEST. 
































































ms 
ABOUT TIME 


FOR THOSE 
YOTAKA HA65 
TO HIT THE 
STREETS... 





hi h ih N 
Fi 








YOU STINKIN” 
WIGHTHAWKS 
CREEP ME 


TALK SWEET, N 
CARRY A BIG STICKY 
3HIcz 
YOTARA 
DON'T GET MEAT 
LIKE THIS, 
HEH. 





SEUER'S 
MARKET, 
HEK HEH. 













































































soul 
WHO SAID you 
COULD WORK 


MATAZA, MATAGURA, 
WHO GIVES A SHIT? 
SINCE WHEN DO 


NIGHTHAWKS RATE 
TURFFI 








TPICK UP 
WHO E WANT, 
WHERE T WANT. 
I DON'T ASK A 
BUNCH OF POXY 
MHAGS FOR 
PERMISSION! 


IM O-TAKA 

OF THE MATAZAT 

GNE ME T RUN SEVEN 
ATTITUDE, MUNDRED 

Birch! a NIGHTHAWKS! 


SOME COUNTRY 
GIRL YOU CAN SCAREI 
IM NSILK SPIDER" 
0-TOSHI, THE 
YARUZA 


THIEFL 
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WHAT WOW, 
BITCH? THAT. 





NEVER WORK 
AGAIN, SLUT! 


Say YOUR 
PRAYERS! 





TVE FALLEN 
Iwe E SO FAR, ITS 
FOR KIZAMI ALL TVE GOr. 
TOBACCO! EXPENSIVE SHIT, 
AND ONLY THE Too. THAT'S. 
WHY T SELL 
MYSELF- 
To Buy ır! 


HMPRF NICE 
KISERL PIPE! 


HMM. 
T WONDER WHAT 
6000 KIZAaMmI 
IS LIKE... ? 








OHL..THIS. 


15 50 
DIFFERENT! 


REALLY?! 
C-cA 








N \ D 
Sr 








D-DAMN 
THOSE SLUTSI! 
ITS AL 
SONer 









































a 
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P...PLEASE.. 
60, PLEASE... 


KAIZAMI! 











PLEASE... EN UT: 


ITOLD \ 3 ae ler. OF vOuR 
eur... 


KIZAMIT 


YOU NEVER DID you T COuLDN'T 


TO COME f FORGET?! 
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x 
x; 
38 
RSS 
Se 
SE 


PLEASE! 
KIZAMI 
AR. AUNNG! 
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BE OUT AWHILE. 
WHEN SHE WAKES. 
UP, WASH HER, 
AND BRING HER 
TO MY ROOM. 
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FoRonE \ 
m | 


GOZEN- 


TuL 
SEND you 
YOUR KIZAMI, 
AS USUAL. 


VERY WELL. 
BUT YOU ARE 
WEVER TO COME 
HERE AGAIN! 


But 

SINCE YOURE 

HERE, T WANT 
A REPORT. 

















so... 
DID you TRY 
THE KIZAMI 
WITH MONK'S HOOD. 
AND HABL 


VENOM..? 








Y-YES, SIR. 
T.DID AS YOU... 
COMMANDED.. 





SOME GUY... 
UST. 
OWE PUFF.. 
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1...HOOKED 
THE NIGHTHAWKS. 
ON YOUR KTZAMI... 
THE TYPE WITH 





AFUYO. 


N-NOW 
THEYLL DO 
WHATEVER T SAY... 
TO GET MORE. 
TLL USE THEM. 
AS PART OF 

MY WEB... 








THEY'RE M-MINE... 
TO COMMAND! 





THEN TILL 
SEND YOU ALL 
YOU NEED. 





WITH THE 
YAGYU AND THE 
MACHI-BUGYO 
AFTER HIN, HE 
HAS TO HIDE 


SOTUSE 
PEOPLE WKO 
VE 6X NICHT. 
STRATESS! 


NO SWORDS, 
NO JTTE. UST THERE 
IN THE DARK, LIKE THE 
TREES AND GRASS... 


WNIGHTHAWKS! 





HE WONT. 
SUSPECT 
STREET WALKERS! 
BWEH HEH 
HEN! 


EVERY PERSON 
HANDLING FOOD IN EDO, 
WATCHING. THEY SPOT THEM. 
THE NIGHTHAWKS TRAP THEM. 
AND My POISON KILLS FIRST 
DAIGORO...THEN ITTO HIMSELE! 
UNDERSTAND, O-TOSHI?! 
NO MISTAKES/ 


BWEH 
HEN HEH/ 
STRUGGLE AWAY 
AS HE MIGHT, 
HE'S TRAPPED, 
LIKE A PLY INA 
SILK SPIDER'S. 
WEB... 
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„AND THE 
SPIDER CANT 
ESCAPE ABE TANOSHIS 
AFUYO KIZAMI AND 
KUSASUGIKAZURA 
APHRODISIACS! 
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YES, MY LORD. 
HE USED A WOMAN 
THIER CALLED 
"SILK SPIDER" TO HOOK 
THE NICHTHAWKS 
ON AFUYO, 


HE/LL HAVE 
THEM APPROACH 
LONE WOLF AND CUB, 
AND POISOW THEN, 
STARTING WITH 
THE BOY. 





UT THU 
PERHAPS PERFECT 
FOR KILLING 
LONE WOLF, 


MY LORD... 
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FOLK Piss 
IN THEIR PANTS. 


SEEMS LIKE 
EDO FOLK 
DON’T MUCH, 

KNOW KIM. 


















50, MASTER... | 
WHAT IF WE 
SPOT NIK..? 


DAMN... } 
AND HIM WITH THAT 
CUTE &10? T DUNNO, 
DAD OR WOT, IT AINT 
RIGHT TO TAKE A 
KID ALONG ON 
MURDERS. 






HUH? THE 
PoISon 


ABE TANOSHI, TASTER? ) 


THE KUCHI- 
YAKU. 








































































































BOILED VEGETABLES. 3 YYASSIR... 
AND RICE WILL DO. j . 
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co 
TELL THE 
KUCHIYAKL... 
































.) YEAH!! ITS 
GOTTA BE! 


MASTER! THE . YAOSKICH'S 
KUCHISAKU...? KOOFIN: IT 
r THERE WOW/ 





AND 
YOU DEN! 


TAIL KIM... 
BUT CAREFUL 


THE KUCHIVAKU 
LOOKS AFTER US! 
WELL TRACK THIS 
GUY INTO HELL \E 
HE SAYS sOt 


TURNS/ 
IF 1775 JUST 
ONE 6UY, HELL 
WOTICE... 

















TEXBECTED 
Yasyd... BUT 
THE DOKUM! 
KUCHISAKUPL 








IN MY Day 
IT WAS OLD ABE 
GENMOTSU. 


1115 BEEN FOUR 
DAYS SINCE WE SET 
FOOT IN EDO, AND THE 
YAGYÜ HAUEN'T YET 
STRUCK. THEY FEAR 
ADISTURBANCE...? 


ALWAYS UPRIGHT 
AND MODEST... 


A STERLING GENTLEMAN. 


WHY WOULD HE KUNT 
FOR THE YAGYU...? 


PERHAPS, 
AND YET, THAT IS 
UNLIKE RETSUDO, 

NO, THE KUCHINARU 

MUST BE OUR 
NEW ENEMY. 





149 


F-FORGWE 
US, SIR! WE WERE 
5-SO SCARED, 


WE WERE 
PETRIFIED! 
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HAH! 
ITS NOTHING! 
SIGHTING HM 5 
15 PRIZE ENOUGH PB: 
Fi Ta 














WEICH 
WAY DID HE 
sorr 











EVERY GREENGROCER, 
FISHMONGER, AND RICE DEALER 
FROM IMADO TO SHIN-YOSHIWARA'S 
SEARCHING THE SANYA-BORI, SIR. 





CONTACT 
"SILK SPIDER" 
O-TOshll 








HAVE HER 
NIGKTHAWKS. 
SWEEP THE WEST 
BANK OF THE 


SUMIDA. 


NIHONZUTSUMI 
AND THE HORIKAWA. 
FROM SHITAYA. 
















BWEH 
HEH HEN. 
THIS TIME 

YOLVE FLOWN 

INTO My WEB, 

LONE WOLF! 




















Ze 
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BURGLARS 
DON'T GET 
OFF SAYING 





REGREF! 
YOU THINK THAT 
SETTLES 
m? 




























EN Ssauarrıng 
IN OUR 
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BOT AKID. 
WE HELP EACH 
OTHER WHEN 
WERE DOWN 
AND OUT, 
RICHT? 





WE DON'T 
NEED IT NOW, 
ANYWAY. 




















m 3 so-Rönm- 






(75 OKAY, 


REST up 
IF you 
LIKE. 











Aw, DID 
WE WAKE YOU 
UP, CUTIE...? 
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Let's you 
AND AUNTIE 
BE FRIENDS... 
MM? 
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Na) PR N 


er 
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iT'S FROM 
IMADO-YAI 


Eos 
YUMMIEST! 

















m 


You. Love 





AND SO SWEET 

















See? 
FULL OF 
ANKO! (15 50 
DeLicioust 





























1. 
I DOn’T. 
YOUR SON DOESN'T 
UKE MAMTU...? 














SOMETINES 
EVEN WE 
NIGHTHAWKS. 
HAVE TO 
DROWN OUR 
SORROWS. 








OF HOME, 
OLD LOVERS... 
A FALLEN WOMAN 
HAS ONLY HER. 
TEARS, MM? 





DRINK. BUT T 
HONOR THE 
SPRIT, 

















WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH you 7Wor/ 
YOUR BRAT WONT EAT 
My MANTÜ, AND DADDY'S SO 
HIGH AND MIGMTY HE WONT 


EVEN DRINK? OR... JUST 
NOT WITH MER/ 








IS rWar \7? 
EVEN BEGGAR 
SAMURAI DONT 

DRINK WITH 
WIGHTHAWKSP/ 











we 
SHOULDA 

JUST SHAKEN 
KIM Down/ 

















AND YOUR 
WELL, z KID'S GONNA_ 
YOU'RE DAMM EAT MY MANTUF 
WELL SONNA 2 | WERE BEING 
DRINK! WICE TO YOU, 
Daun Im! 
























































BUT IF 
YOU THINK ME 


A SAMURAI, 
T’LL. DRINK LIKE 
A SAMURAI. 














WE MERELY 
EAT ENOUGH TO 
SUSTAIN LIFE. 
WO LUKURIES! 


My CHILD 
AND I DON'T 

LNE TO EAT- 
WE EAT TO 
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LONE WOLF 
AND CUB... 
AREN'T YOU? 














POSTERS 
EVERYWHERE/ 


T SHOULDN’T 
GET INVOLVED, 
BUT... THE Laws 

AFTER You! 








ms 
DANGEROUS 
OUT THERE! 


evors 
ERAWLING 
WITH Cops! 








kow 
ABOUT THIS... 
STAY WITH US 
WIGHTHAWKS! 

















so, 
WE TRADEI 
YOU CAN BE OUR 
BODYGLUARD. 


ms Touch 
OUT HERE. CREEPY 





SOMETIMES 
THERE'S ONE 
BLIGHTED LEAF. 
A SINGLE LERF 
THAT WITHERS 
AN ENTIRE 
THICKET. 








THE BRANCHES 
INTERTWINE, 
FLOWERING WITH 
ALL THEIR STRENGTH 
IN THE TOO SHORT 









































sO...THE 


"SILK SPIDER" = - HEN ILL \) j 
HER BITE, S MYSELF. (N N) 4 h 
em I ASQ H 

t = ui ME N | 


hi 




































































the hundred 





erst 


and ( 
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00 
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„..BUT MY TOYS. 
ARE MUCH MORE 
EFFECTNE. IT°S THE 
UIPER VENOM, 








IF YOU THOUGHT 
MAKIBISHI WERE 
JUST FOR SHINOBL, 
816 WISTAKE. 
ABE-NO-KAI LIKES 


SMIDGEN N 
THE BLOOD, AND 
YOU'RE ALL WUMB, 
RIGHT? CAN'T 
EVEN WAGGLE 
YOUR TONGLIEI 
HEH HEH. 

















HAH! LE SAW THROUGH 
RETSUDO AGES AGO! 

HE FIGURED LONE WOLF 
AND T WOULD FIGHT IT OUT, 
AND WED KILL THE VICTOR. 

THAT'S WHY YOLRE 
TAILING ME, EH? 


THE INVINCIBLE_ 
YAGYÜ RETSUDO, 
AFRAID OF ME! 
BUT HE’S RIGHT! 


IE BEEN 
LETTING YOU RUN, 
LOOSE SO RETSUDd 
WOULD THINK T FELL FOR 
IT. CATCH THE SHARKS 
WHILE THEY FIGHT," 
HE THINKS. BUT THINK. 
AGAIN, OLD MAN! 
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EIS. 
A TRAINED 
SHINOBI, 

SO KEEP HIM 

PARALYZED. 






















THEY SAY 
You 6UYS RIP UP 
YOUR FACES AND DIE 
WHEN YOL’RE CAUGHT, 
KEEPING YOUR 
IDENTITY SECRET 
TO THE LAST. 






BAD YOURE 





















er PARALYZED! 
AND AFTER BWEH 
SMOKING My HEN HEN. 
SPECHL KIZAMI ASHINOBLS TRAINING 
YOLLL TAKE VERSUS AFUYO. 
ORDERS LIKE NO CONTEST! 








THEN TIL 
USE Hım 

TO MANIPULATE 

THAT CURSED 
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DRINK, AND HIS KID 

WON'T EVEN EAT 

MANTU, HOW CAN 
T POISON 


THEM? 



































IHAVE 
THE NIGKTHAWKS. 
TAILING HIM. THERE 

ILD BEA 
REPORT SOON... 








T THINK 
HE’S GONNA 
WALK ALL 


























WHAT. 
HAPPENS IF 
WE SCATTER 
TWESE ON A 
DARK PATH...? 
HEH HEH... 














BOTCH IT 
AGAIN AND 
HE MIGHT 





POISON ONLY 
WORKS WHEN 
THE POISONER'S 
UNKNOWN. KNOW 
THE POISOWER, 
KNOW HIS. 
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HEN HEH.. 
HE WON'T DIE 
TWIS EASILY. 
ITS JUST A 


THE vasyü 
AND THE 
KUROKUWA 
TRIED EVERY 
TRICK. 





WORTH A 
TRY, THOUGH. 
SOMETIMES 
EVEN PROS. 
SUP UP. 


HUMAN, KE'S A 
REAL WOLF. IF A 
WOLF SNIFFED 
THE GROUND, 
IT’D FIND THEM. 


BWEH HEH HEK. 
NOW IT'S GETTING 
ENTERTAININGL 











HE EVEN 
SPOTTED 
THE KUROKUWA 
WINIA, 
DIDNT HE? 


THINK, 
WOMAN! 
DO AUNTERS 
SIT BY THEIR 

TRAPS? 





AREN'T 
WE STAYING 
TO WATCH 


AMATEURS. 
HE/D FEEL 
US IN AN 
INSTANT. 


DOWNSTREAM 
CHECK BACK 
LATER. 
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HE FELT 
AWHEEL Hit 


AMARTBISHL.. 
THEN, THE INSTANT 

HE FELT PRESSURE 
ON HIS SANDALS. 




















A 
MESSAGE 


FROM 

LONE WOLF- 

"THIS WONT 
WORK 
TWICEI 


AND 
THROUGH 
HIS SANDALS! 








AFRAID IN MY LIFE. 
AND AT LAST, 
AN OPPONENT 

THAT SCARES ME 
To DEATH 


HEIL 60 
BAREFOOT 
now. 








zove ını 
LET ME AT HIN 
HEH HEH HEN? 


IM THIRSTY. 
THE BI6 BAD 
WOLF SCARED 


NO weLLS 
OR SPRINGS 























you Dior? 
AGROWN WOMAN 


WHO CAN'T PEE ON 
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MAN OR WOLF, 
HE HAS TO SIT 
AND 2155. 


SAME 
WITH HIS CUB. 
DUMPS A LOAD, 
WIPES HIS BUTT! WELL 
SEND A NIGHTHAWK 
AHEAD BY BOAT, 
AND WAIT. 








WHEN THE 
CUB LEAUES PAPA 
WOLF TO DO IT, 
SHE SIDLES UP 


ALL FRIENDLY, AND 


HELPS WIPE HIM. 



















„USING 
PAPER 

TREATED 

WITH TWIS/ 


I) 


IT’S JUST A WORTHLESS 
WIGHTHAWK. HE WONT 


ln) 





THIS POISON 
15 A FINE POWDER, 

BUT IT WILL DISSOLVE 
AND INVADE THE 

INTESTINES. KILLS 


EVEN IF PAPA 
WOLF’S WATCHING, 






SUSPELT A THING... 





Az 








Lone 

WOLF'S CUB... 

KILLED GOING 
porn 
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N IS. 
Pe SINN, 

















sur 
THAT'S FINE. 

rel Way RUSH IT 
ER ER. WHEN YOU'RE 
HAVING FUM, 
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the hundred 
and second 


A 
Taste 


of 


Poison 
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; \ = Ey 2 
Tee 3 
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AAh, ASEBI 
ALOVELY POISON. 
DISSOLVE IT IN WATER, 
AND IT SPREADS 
A HUNDRED 
TIMES OVER, 


ONE TOUCH 

AND ITS OVER/ 

DON'T 6O NEAR 
THE WATER. 
BWE HEN HEHT 




































































SMILE ON 
FOOLS AND 
CHILDREN. 
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ONLY A 
MONSTER WOULD 
POISON A RER 
AND KILL PERHAPS 

7 


NOT EVEN 


RETSUDO IS 
THIS ENIL. 








INNOCENTS TO GET 
ONE MAN! 
































HOW MANY 
PEOPLE WILL DIE 





DOWNSTREAM...? 
AND THOSE MAKIBISHI 
IN THE NICHT. 
ANSONE COULD HAVE 
WALKED THERE. 
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UNTIL NOW N HE SCOFFS_ 
WEUE FOLCHT MEN, N AT BUSHIDO 
WITH HUMAN HEARTST S AND THE WAY OF 
BUT TAIS MAN WALKS. £ THE SWORD. 
THE WAY OF THE BEAST, 
IN HUMAN FORM. 





ICanT 
BELIEVE HE'S 
ONE OF ABE 
GENMOTSU'S 
KUCHIYAKL... 






























































































































































HE 
NOT sor REFUSES. 
WE FOUND TO SACRIFICE 

THE WOLF'S 

WEAKWESS- 








HRMPK.. 
1 THOUGHT You 
WERE A BEAST- 
AWOLFT BUT... 
MY MISTAKE. 





AND IF 
YOU'RE HUMAN, 


HEK HEH. 
HOW MUCH BASIER 
YOU SHALL BE 
TO BURY. 









































287 





OR... 
OR TLL DIENT 
TU OMEI! 
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HEH HEN. 
MURTS, 
Does ı7? 


YOU HAVE 
Two ways 
TO ESCAPE 
THIS AGONY. 


Bite 

YOUR TONGUE 

OFF AND DIE... 
OR BErRAY 
THE vasyu. 





KIZAMUI 
KIZAMINT 
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S-SUDARE 
IINNAL. 


TSERvE WHAT WERE 
RETSUDO- RETSUDOS 
ORDERSP! 





WHAT. 
OBSERVE 2 

ABE-NO-KAIL 4 i OR 

BATTLE THE 

LONE WOLF... 











TAwew it! 
AMT NOT 


BRHLIANTZL 
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FROM NOW ON, 

T 6INE THE ORDERS. 

UNLESS YOU WANT. 
THAT PAIN BACK! 


THE POISON. 
YOU ARE THE 
POISONED! 


so, 
INNAI 


AN AFUFÖ 
ADDIET, STINKING 
OF POISOW! 
YOowLL NEUER 
Escape ne! 





NO LONGER 
ASHINOBI! 
AN ADDIETT 


ONLY NOW, 
YOU SPY ON Mi... 
FOR ME/ 


& 
28 
58 
32 
g2 
“E 
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LOCATED THEM, 
AND TAILS THEM 
WITH THE WOMAN 

THIEF VSILK SPIDER," 

AND THE YOTARA. 














T SuspECT 
THAT IN TIME, 








KEEP 
WATCHING. 
WAIT UNTIL 

HE KILLS LONE 














...IVE DONE 

EVERFTHNG 

TCAN FOR 
You. 

















299 








ARE YOU- 


FELL INTO 
ABE-NO-KAL'S 
POISONED TRAP. 
IM AN ADDICT, 
NEVER TO BE 


ASHINOBI 
AGAIN. 















IMDE 
KIM THINK L 
WAS HIS AND 
GOT THIS FAR... 
BUT NO 
FARTHER. 














ABE-NO-KAIL 

KNOWS YOUR _ 

HEART, RETSUDO- 
SAMAT 


R-RETSUDÖ- 
SAMA! THIRTY 
YEARS UNE SERVED 


TM A SHINOBL... 
NEVER ONCE DIDT 
SPEAK My MIND. 


HE KNOWS 





BUTAST 

LEAVE THIS WORLD, 

THERE’S OME THING 
1 Must sayı 
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THE vACvÜ _ 
AND ÖGAM ITTO 
ARE BLOOD ENEMIES. 
TO PURGE THIS HATRED 
AND SAVE THE CLAN, 
YOU MUST FIGHT HIM 


RETSUDd- 

SAMA!_ 
KILL ITTÖ 
YOURSELF! 





WILL WHISPER 
THROUGHOUT JAPAN... 
"THE WARRIOR YASYÜ 

USED A POISONER TO 
DEFEAT LONE WOLF" 
you BER 
LAUGHING 
STOCK! 





KURANDO, HYÖGO, GUNBEI, 
AND SAYAKA-SAMA- 
RESOICE IN THEIR GRAVES? 
THEIR LIVES LOST 
IN PURSUIT OF Tas 
SHAMEFUL END? 











ABE-NO-KAIL 
15 NO SAMURAI? 
HELL STOP AT 
NOTHING FOR POWER 
HE/S ABEAST, 
DEvOWD Or SmDdr 


£ 





NO BUSH, 

NO SHINOBL, WOULD. 
SURRENDER TO AFUYO... 
BUT HE DOESNT 
UNDERSTAND! DONT 
LET SUCH A BEAST KILL 
ÖSAMı (TO! 


BUSHI AMONG 
BUSH! LIKE 
THE yasyür 


HE THOUGHT HE 
COULD TURN ME 
wiTH AFUFO, 


HE HAS THE 
YAGYÜ LETTER, 
YET HE DOESNT 
USE IT. BECAUSE 
HE’S A MAN OF 
HONOR! 


























FORBIVE 
ME, OINNAL. 
YOU SPOKE 





BEFORE THAT. 
ABE-NO-KAIE 
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SO MUCH FOR 
THE yasyü. 
AND NOW, 
THE CUMAX/ 








ins TIME 
To BURF 

LONE WOLF 
AND CUB, 
ONCE AND 
FOR ALL! 





ID CUB 
TO BE COWTINUED 





GLOSSARY 


afuyo 
A type of opiate drug. 


anko 
Sweet red bean paste. 


asebi 

Pieris japonica. Japanese andromeda, 
a broad-leaved evergreen shrub. 
Andromedotoxins (grayanotoxins) 
are water-soluble diterpenoid 
compounds. Leaves and lower 
nectar are sources of the toxin. 


bakkaku 
The government. The shogun, his 
councilors, and his senior olficials. 


buke 
A samurai houschold. 


bushi 
A samurai. A member of the 
warrior class. 


bushidö 
The way of ıhe warrior. Also 
known as shidö. 


cho 
Approximately 300 meters 


daikan 

An official who collected taxes 
owed to Edo and oversaw public 
works, agriculture, and other 
projects administered by the 
central government. 


daikansho 
The office of the daikan. 


daimyö 
A feudal lord. 


dokumi 
Poison taster. 


Edo 

The capital of medieval Japan and 
the scat of the shögunate. The site 
of modern-day Tokyo. 


Fudai daimyö 

The inner circle of clans pledging 
allegiance to the Tokugawa. The 
Fudai clans were Tokugawa allies 
even before Tokugawa Ieyasu’s 
decisive victory of Sekigahara that 
launched ıhe Tokugawa shogunate. 











go-kashi 

Cakes and candy. The *go-” is an 
honorific because the cakes come 
from the shögun. There are several 
categories of wagashi (Japanese 
sweetcakes): Manju have sweet 
paste from azırki red beans, 
wrapped in a soft flour shell. Mochi 
, often 
with sweet paste inside. Yökan is 
a semi-hardened, sweet jelly There 
are hundreds of kinds of wagashi, 
often unique to Ihe towns where 
they are made. 





are made from pounded ri 


han 
A feudal domain. 
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honorifics 

Japan is a class and status society, 
and proper forms of address 
are critical. Common markers of 
respect are the prefixes o and go, 
and a wide range of suffixes. Some 
of the suffixes you will encounter 
in Lone Wolf and Cub: 

(chan - for children, young women, 
and close friends 

dono - archaic; used for higher- 
ranked or highly respected figures 
sarı - Ihe most common, used 
among equals or near-equals 
sama - used for superiors 

sensei — used for teachers, masters, 
respected entertainers, and 
politicians 








jiji 
Old man. Grandfather. Both 
intimate...and condescending. 





jikisan hatamoto 

Daimyö direcily serving the shögun, 
with the right to meet him face to 
face. Their title, “standard bearers,” 
came from history, when the 
warriors who would be promoted 
in peacetime 10 hatamoto had been 
the most trusted allies ol Tokugawa 
leyasu, Ihe first Tokugawa shögun. 


jitte 
A specialized weapon carried by 
street cops. About 18 inches long, 
with no cutting edge — just two 
prongs designed 10 catch and snap 
off an opponent’s sword blade. 


kajo 

Good fortune. June 16 was a popular 
folk festival long before Ieyasu’s 
narrow escape. In its original 
incarnation, sixteen sweetcakes 
were offered to Ihe gods to ward off 
disease, and caten alterwards. 
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kizami 

Tobacco was extremely expensive 
in early Japan, and the preferred 
form was finely shredded, hair-like 
kizami, rolled into tiny balls and 
smoked by inhaling deeply in a few 
quick pufls. 





koku 

A bale of rice. The traditional 
measure of a han’s wealth, a 
measure of its agricultural land 
and productivity. 





kötai yoriai 

Retainers of hatamoto daimyö based 
in Edo for their lords’ visits 10 
the capital. 





kusasugikazura 
Asparagus cochinchinensis. 


machi-bugyö 

The Edo city commissioner, 
combining the post of mayor and 
chief of police. A post held in 
monthly rotation by wo senior 
Tokugawa vassals, in charge of 
administration, maintaining the 
peace, and enforeing the law in 
Edo. Their rule extended only 10 
commoners; samurai in Edo were 
controlled by their own daimyö 
and his ollicers. The machi-bugyö 
had an administrative staff and a 
small force of armed policemen at 
his disposal. 





makibishi 

Caltrops. A traditional ninja 
weapon, designed 10 always leave 
a point up. Intended to slow down 
pursuers. 


omote-köke 

Untitled shogunal liaison officers 
in charge of protocol and relations 
with the imperial court in Kyöto. 


rönin 

A masterless samurai. Literally. “one 
adrift on the waves.” Members of 
the samurai caste who have lost 
their masters through the 
dissolution of han, expulsion for 
misbehavior, or other reasons. 
Prohibited from working as larmers 
or merchants under the strict 
Confucian caste system imposed 
by ıhe Tokugawa shögunate, 
many impoverished rönin became 
“hired guns” for whom the code 
of the samurai was nothing but 
empty words. 


sankyo sanke 

The three sub-branches of the 
Tokugawa clan. When there was 
no heir to Ihe main Tokugawa line, 
one would be picked from two of 
these clans, while the fürku-shögun 
(Vice-shögun) always came from 
the third. 


shinobi 
A generic term for ninja, meaning 


“one who moves in secrecy.” Ninja 





had their heyday in the time ol 
warring states before Ihe rise of 
the Tokugawa clan. Originally 
mercenaries serving different 
warlords, by the Edo period ıh 





were in the service of the central 
government. The most famous 
shinobi were the ninja of Iga and 
Kaga, north of Kyoto. The Kurokuwa 
that appear in Lone Wolf and Cub 
were officially the laborers and 
manual workers in Edo Castle, 
Whether they truly served as a 
secret spy corps is lost in history. 


shoyaku 
The other titled posts in the 
shogunate. 


takenigusa 
Macleaya cordata. 





Toshögü 
Tokugawa Ieyasu. 


Tozama daimyö 
Daimyö who rallied to Ihe Tokugawa 
side only after Ihe Tokugawa victory 
at Sckigahara. 


vet 
To examine or appraise expertly. 


yakuza 

Japan’s criminal syndicates. In the 
Edo period, yakııza were a common 
part of the landscape, running houses 
of gambling and prostitution. As 
long as they did not overstep their 
bounds, they were tolerated by the 
authorities, a tradition liule changed 
in modern Japan. 


yotaka 

Literally “nighthawk.” Strectwalkers, 
among Ihe lowest ranks of Edo period 
prostitutes. 


yuzuri 
Daphniphyllum macropodum 


KAZUO KOIKE 


Though widely respected as a 
powerful writer of graphic fiction, 
Kazuo Koike has spent a lifetime 
reaching beyond the bounds of the 
comics medium. Aside from co- 
creating and writing the successful 
Lone Wolf and Cub and Crying Freeman 
manga, Koike has hosted television 





programs; founded a golf magazine; 
produced movies; written popular 
fiction, poetry, and screenplays; and 
mentored some of Japan’s best 


manga talent. 


Lone Wolf and Cub was first 
serialized in Japan in 1970 (under 
the title Kozure Okami) in Manga 
Action magazine and continued its 
hugely popular run for many years, 
being collected as the stories were 
published, and reprinted worldwide. 
Koike collected numerous awards 
for his work on the series 
throughout the next decade. 
Starting in 1972, Koike adapted the 
popular manga into a series of six 
films, the Baby Cart Assassin saga, 
garnering widespread commercial 
success and critical acclaim for 


his screenwriting. 


This wasn’t Koike’s only foray 
into film and video. In 1996, Crying 
Freeman, the manga Koike created 
with artist Ryoichi Ikegami, was 


produced in Hollywood and released 
to commercial success in Europe 
and is currently awaiting release 


in America, 


And to give something back 
to the medium that gave him so 
much, Koike started the Gekiga 
Sonjuku, a college course aimed at 
helping talented writers and artists 
— such as Ranma 1/2 creator 
Rumiko Takahashi — break into the 


comics field. 


The driving focus of Koike’s 
narrative is character development, 
and his commitment 10 character is 
clear: “Comics are carried by 
characters. If a character is well 
created, the comic becomes a hit.” 
Kazuo Koike’s continued success in 


comics and literature has proven 


this philosophy true. 
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GOSEKI KOJIMA 


Goseki Kojima was born on 
November 3, 1928, the very same day 
as the godfather of Japanese comics, 
Osamu Tezuka. While just out of 
junior high school, the self-taught 
Kojima began painting advertising 
posters for movie theaters to pay 


his bills. 


In 1950, Kojima moved to Tokyo, 


where the postwar devastation had 





given rise to special manga forms for 
audiences 100 poor to buy the new 
manga magazines. Kojima created art 
for kami-shibai, or "paper-play” 
narrators, who would use manga story 
sheets to present narrated street plays. 
Kojima moved on to creating works 
for the kashi-bon market, bookstores 
that rented out books, magazines, and 
manga to mostly low-income readers. 
He soon became highly popular 


among kashi-bon readers 


In 1967, Kojima broke into the 
magazine market with his series 


Dojinki. As Ihe manga magazine 





market grew and diversified, he turned 


out a steady stream of popular series. 


In 1970, in collaboration with 
Kazuo Koike, Kojima began Ihe work 


that would seal his reputation, Kozure 
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Okami (Lone Wolfand Cub). Before long 
the story had become a gigantic hit, 
eventually spinning off a television 
series, six motion pictures, and even 
theme song records. Koike and Kojima 
were soon dubbed the "golden duo” 
and produced success after success 
on their way to the pinnacle of the 


manga world. 


When Manga Japan magazine 
was launched in 1994, Kojima was 
asked t0 serve as consultant, and he 
helped train the next generation of 


manga artists. 


In his final years, Kojima turned 
to creating original graphic novels 
based on the movies of his favorite 
director, Akira Kurosawa. Kojima 


passed away on January 5, 2000 at 


the age of 7I. 





THE RONIN REPORT 


By David S. Hofhine 


An Authentic Example of a Dotanuki School 
Sword: part one 


For the last several years, I have been working full time as a 
professional togishi (Japanese sword polisher) and have recently 
had the rare pleasure and honor of working on an authentic 
Dotanuki school katana. This is the same Dotanuki school of 
sword-smithery that is often mentioned in the Lone Wolf and Cub 
series, and which allegedly produced the katana sword that 
was used by Itto Ogami. Hence, this article is something of a 
sequel to the essay originally presented in Lone Wolf and Cub 
volume twelve entitled “The Dotanuki Sword of Lone Wolf 
and Cub.” 


To give a complete description of this particular sword and its 
unique Higo school mountings, it will be necessary to give a 
short overview on the subject of Japanese sword-smithery and 
what goes into a Japanese koshirae (sword mounting). Japanese 
swords present a very deep field of study. There are many top 
universities in Japan that offer advanced post-graduate degrees 
in sword study, and within this field has grown an enormous 
vocabulary of terms to describe how certain features of a blade 
look. Terms such as “wind-blown sand” and “moonlight reflecting 
on still water” are two examples of the descriptive terms used. 
There are, in fact, entire books devoted to defining the hundreds 
of terms used by sword aficionados. I will be using primarily 
English equivalents to facilitate understanding by the occidental 
reader, but will also include basic Japanese terms as needed to 
describe this sword and its features as accurately as possible. 


Forging a good sword is difficult. To maintain a good cutting 
ability and to stand up to heavy use, the cutting edge must be 
very hard. In addition to having a hard edge, the blade must also 
be so tough it will not easily break. Finally, a blade must be rigid, 
yet resistant to bending, and if bent should spring back into 
shape to a reasonable degree. 


These characteristics are not necessarily 
compatible, and therein lies the problem. For 
example, as steel is made to be harder, it also 
becomes more brittle. Many different steps must 
be taken while forging a blade to arrive at a balance 
that holds all of the best characteristics of a 
finished sword and fewest of the worst. Each step 
in the forging process has an effect on the overall 
appearance and functionality of the finished 
blade. Ancient Japanese swordsmiths made 
numerous ingenious innovations to solve these 
problems, resulting in the Japanese sword’s 


famous attributes as a weapon and its unique 





physical characteristics. 





The Dotanuki described in this article would be 
defined as a katana, that is, the classical “samurai 
sword” with a single edged, curved blade, usually 
about 25" {0 29" long (fig. 1). Traditionally, a katana 
Fig. ı is also defined by a ridge, called a shinogi, which 





runs the full length of the blade, separating the bevel of the lower 
surface from the flat part of the upper surface. This particular 
katana has a blade length of 26 3/8", measured from the tip of 
the point to the notch where the blade ends and the tang begins, 
and is very similar to the katana depicted throughout Lone Wolf 
and Cub. 


w 





Fig. 2 


sword, is the tempering pattern, or hamon, that runs along the 
cutting edge of the blade (fig. 2). The edge of a Japanese sword 
is hardened in a process called yaki-ire. First, the body and back 
edge of the blade are covered in a clay mixture to partially insulate 
it from heat. Then the exposed edge is hardened by heating it to 
a great temperature followed by a quick cooling in water. This 
process leaves a pattern along the cutting edge of the blade that 
is the hallmark of a traditionally forged Japanese blade. 


The hardened edge is actually a type of crystalline steel known 
to modern science as martensite, and is the same sort of steel that 
modern razor blades are made of. It is about as hard as steel can 
get, but unfortunately it is brittle and will crack and chip rather 
then bend or dent. The body of the blade, having been protected 
by the clay insulator, remains a softer and more flexible type of 
steel known as pearlite. The shape of the hamon is formed by the 
boundary where the martensite meets the pearlite. This combination 
of a tough flexible body and an extremely hardened edge is one 
of the keys to the Japanese sword’s extraordinary cutting ability. 


Bringing out the details of the hamon is a primary goal ofthe sword 
polisher. There are two styles of finish for the temper line, sashikomi 
and keisho. Sashikomi is a natural finish that lets the shape of the 
temper line stand out on its own with little enhancement. Keisho 
finish, on the other hand, uses little slips of fine polishing stone 
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to whiten all of the area around the actual temper 
line. Of the two, keisho is by far the more common 
style finish used in Japan today. 


I finished this blade’s hamon in a sashikomi or 
natural style, which I judged to be the best finish 
option for this particular sword, resulting in the 
hamon having many high narrow peaks that reach 
almost to the ridgeline. If a keisho style finish had 
been chosen, much of the grain pattern detail 
between the peaks of the hamon would have been 
lost. In fact, the majority of the lower surface of 
the blade would have been whitened, as well. This 
blade’s owner has a preference for sashikomi style 
finish, whenever possible. 


This particular sword has what could be 
: considered an aggressive hamon pattern. In 
Fig. 3 contrast to the placid straight line, wave, and 
lobe patterns often found on Japanese swords, this blade has a 
stark pattern consisting of a series ofjagged peaks, and the great 
width of the hamon suggests that it was a sword meant for 
extensive use in battle. When a blade of this type is used in actual 
combat, the edge will sometimes become chipped from striking 
armor, other weapons, or bone. A wide hamon allows the chips 
to be polished out of the edge without losing much of the hard 
steel and destroying the blade’s useful cutting ability. 





The portion of the hamon that wraps around the point is called 
the boshi (fig. 3). This is one of the most important features of 
the blade and is considered the “face” of the sword, and is by 
far the most difficult part of the sword to correctly polish. It takes 
great skill and special tools, such as the wooden spring jig, called 
a narume-dai, to properly bring out the subitle features of the boshi. 
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a narume-dai, to properly bring out the subtle 
features of the boshi. 


Another eye-catching feature of any good 
Japanese sword is the beautiful grain pattern. 
This is very hard to photograph and reproduce 
in print, but is somewhat visible in figure four. 
This pattern is a result of the unique forging 





process. Construction begins with a core of 
softer iron, which is very tough and is much tig. 

easier to produce than the fine, high carbon skin steel. It is 
resistant to breaking, although by itself it is not very rigid or 
hard. Around this core is wrapped the fine skin steel, or ji-gane, 
which has been forged and folded over many times to remove 
impurities and establish a uniform consistency. This folding 
process also results in the formation of an internal grain structure 
which, when expertly polished, presents a beautiful surface 
pattern called ji-hada. The many layers of the skin steel give 
lateral stability and make the blade more rigid and resistant 
to bending. 


The upper surface of this blade is adorned with an engraving, or 
horimono. In this case, it is a simple, yet well executed set of 
parallel grooves, or hi, running the entire length of the blade. 
These grooves increase the overall aesthetic beauty of the blade, 
but this is not their primary function. They are often referred to 
as “blood grooves” by westerners, yet this is a misnomer. The 
primary purpose of these grooves is to reduce the weight of the 
blade, thereby making it faster. A secondary effect is an increase 
in rigidity. This is a matter of structural physics — it’s is the same 
principle whereby a steel “I” beam is more rigid than a beam of 
the same length and weight with a square cross section. 


(to be continued in LW&C #21) 
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